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THE FACTS

Alright, I'm gonna go ahead and give it to you straight: Comic book
stores are going down by the dozen. The majority began after 2010
(The introduction of the comiXology app for those of you following
along at home), and while digital comics may have been a catalyst,
it is certainly not the sole reason comic book stores are going out of
business.

Research ShOWS What do you purchase when visiting a comic
book store? (Please select all that apply)

that the number

one purchase

people make

when visiting

comic book

stores is still

actual comic
books.

Where do you purchase the majority of your
comic books?

Statistics also show that,
though just as many people
are purchasing digital
Lo comics that are purchasing

book siore

physical, about 63% of
readers preferred method

_ of comic book reading is

still traditional paper.

But here’s the rub...
NOBODY IS GOING TO COMIC BOOK STORES!!!

The attendence numbers are sad! Which leads us directly into our
first tip...




TIP 1: VISI'T MORE OFTEN

How many times do you head down to the
‘ol brick and mortar comic shop? Once a month?
Once a year? You haven't been since you were 12?
Well, what exactly are you waiting for?

Comae om i

Even if you don't go in with the intention of
buying something (That new Avengers won't drop
for another 3 weeks!) you never know what you’ll
find. Did you know that about 53% of people only
visit their local comic book store a few times a
year! That is crazy! Over half of the comic reading
population only go to comic book stores once or
twice a year, and about 20% don’t go at all! You
want to keep this place around, then you have got
to come in more often! Make it a fun trip. Take
your friends, take your significant other, take your
kids! You drive by it all .

the time, just pop in, say C‘HMJL We're

hi. I promise you, it’ll be
well worth your time. 0 P E N
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TIP 2: SOMETHING
NEW




TIP 3: VARIANTS ’

Ever find yourself saying “Hey, that’s an
awesome variant cover! Wish I had that.” Well,
uh, news flash... You can! It’s sitting there
for sale! I know I've bought my fair share of
variant covers that were way cooler than the

* actual cover. Big
publishers, especially
Marvel and DC, love
their variants. Some
covers are literally
blank, but hey, that's
someones style. The
thing is, the stores
stock up on these
variants, but if no
one buys them, then that’s just a waste. So don't
just stare in awe at
a variant that puts
the original cover
art to shame.
Next time, takea @7
chance, and pick it

up.
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TIP 4: GRAB A TRADE
PAPERBACK

e Read entire arcs
o Gather spinoff titles

Skip the excess, get to the important stuft

Conserve shelf space

$$$ Save money $$$
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TIP 5: SPREAD THE WORD! °

Batman

BOOM;

Hail HYDRA! Um...

I mean... go to the
comic book store!




10 TIP 6: RESEARCH FROM
THE SOURCE

Sandman or Preacher




TIP7: GET A BOX H

Heres a little known fact: Some
people might not go to comic
book stores because they're afraid
they won't find what they want. I
don’t blame ‘em though. One of
the comic book stores I go to sold
out of Miles Morales’s first comic
in 2 Jnowes! 2 shocking hours!
Like... what!? With odds like that, some might feel
the bright lure of Comixology calling their name. Well
how do you avoid situations like this?

And not just any box, this is a special kind
of box. Almost every comic book store has some
form of system where you can let them know what
comics you want and, as they come in, they take
one aside just for you! It’s like treatment, except
not really though, but still, it’s pretty close. Then,
that first issue of the big new character or event is
yours nteedblt's like preordering a video game,
making sure you've got your copy ready. This way,
you don’t need to look like an idiot digging through
the shelves looking for the issue that sold out just
before you got there. Like I did... very often...
before I got a box!




12 TIP 8: MAKE SOME
FRIENDS

But let me tell you, fellow reader, you are not alone. Because in the
comic book store, everybody is like you! It’s full of all kinds of sweaty
weirdos that welcome each other with open arms. Comic book stores
are where you can walk in on a Wednesday afternoon dressed as

and nobody bats an eye. You're free to be you, it’s the ultimate
judgement free zone! I mean... you may get called out and challenged
by a hardcore fanboy, but since when is arguing about fictional
characters not fun! So go on, mingle, make conversation. You spot
someone with a logo on their shirt, ask them if they
watch the show. That cutie over there has a Pokéball keychain, go ask
‘em if they’ll chose you! Geek out with the guy behind the counter
about the latest issue in a game changing comic event or join in on
the latest Walking Dead spoilers. s
Socialize, find people that like to =% (%
do what you do. That’s when a -
comic book store becomes more #-:-
than place to buy comics. Thats
when it becomes a home away
from home.




TIP 9: HEAD OUT TO THE 13
IAVARINE IS

Psst. Guess
what. I got a
secret. And a
jar of dirt. But
[ also got a
secret. Listen
carefully now:
your local
comic book
store does more than just sell comics. That’s right,
they host all kinds of events. Signings, card game
tournaments, special guests stars...

I Come on, what reason do you have to
not go to a comic book store on Free Comic Book
Day? You get a free comic! Several! You can even
dress up if you want!

The employees work so hard to put together
nice special little events for the public to come
enjoy, itd be nice if people would go to
FREE | them! Keep an eye out for ads sitting on
COMIC the counter or taped to the door. They’ll
BOOK ped to the door. They
s DAY= let you know when something big and
fun is going down. All you need to do is

show up. With your jar of dirt.




TIP 10: NEVER TRUST A
PIRATE
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